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with the system under which they are trying to do
their best. The defect, not only in statesmen, but in
the great masses of people whose opinion determines
the action of statesmen, is largely due to the system
which moulds their minds. To preach good conduct
is of little avail unless at the same time we alter the
system to one which makes men see for themselves
what goodness is and also inclines them to follow its
dictates. Human nature cannot begin to realise its
full possibilities until we have achieved a common-
wealth which knows no limit but that of human
society and renders all men obedient to laws common
to all in things which affect them all. And when it is
achieved the endless task will still remain of im-
proving its quality.
I must not be thought to depreciate the efforts
which statesmen are making to avert war, wherever
the peace of the world is threatened. My argument
is that their efforts will in the end fail and that human
society will be engulfed in calamities worse than any
yet known so long as prevention of war is sought as
the goal of policy and crown of achievement. The
tactical steps designed to prevent war should be con-
ceived as means, but only one of the means, to be
followed in the effort to attain human welfare. The
wider policy needed to attain that end can only be
conceived by men who have seen wherein human
welfare consists, and do not shrink from saying what
they have seen and what they seek. In the last
analysis, a growth in the disposition of men to serve
others than themselves, a constructive unselfishness,
is the end to be sought. In so far as that one end is
attained peace and all other blessings of life will ensue.
This threadbare platitude leads to the practical
question to which I have ventured to suggest an
answer which is far from threadbare. By what means
is this virtue in human beings to be fostered, this
final end of all human endeavour to be sought?

